
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
January 27, 2015 

 
The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
January 27, 2015.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:32 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  Bob Powell, General Manager; George Sidhu, Engineering 
Manager; Mark Handzlik, Assistant Engineering Manager; Shawn Backman, Auditor; 
Vanessa Dales, Treasurer; Kevin Tate, Community Relations Manager; Peter Gilbert, 
Attorney; Catherine Price, Recording Secretary; and Audience:  Judy Littlefield, Diane 
Robertson and Curt Trønsdal. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda for January 27, 2015: 
a. Approval of Minutes 01/13/15 
b. Approval of Vouchers 

No. 2602 - Voucher Nos. 2434-2487 ($238,562.88) 01/20/15 
No. 2603 - Voucher Nos. 2488-2528, Payroll Check Nos. 8126-8206 ($528,211.81) 01/27/15 
Project Acceptance – Plat of Twin Brooks II, Mount Vernon 

Commissioner Robertson commented that $178,000 of today’s vouchers goes to Washington 
State for taxes.   
The motion passed. 

Treasurer Dales presented the Treasurer’s Report for the month of December 2014. 

Under Old Business, Manager’s Report, Manager Powell reported the following: 

• Distributed maps to Commission and provided an update on issues regarding draft 
Group “A” water system rules, discussions with Representative Lytton, WIRA 3 
and areas which currently rely on private wells for new development, boundaries 
and WIRA study.  Discussion ensued regarding the District conducting a sample 
study on quantity of water lost from the point of drawing groundwater to 
wastewater returned to the system.  The Commission requested that the District 
obtain additional information to determine feasibility for the District to perform 
such a study.  

• Engineering Manager Sidhu has returned to work after his service as a juror in 
federal court, City of Seattle. 

Attorney Gilbert reported that the petition filed by WPUDA Attorney Bill Clark to 
withdraw the MOA was denied.  Attorney Gilbert also reported that he spoke to Attorney 
Moser yesterday and the two will be meeting to analyze the cost effectiveness and 
benefit, if any, for the District to pursue LUD foreclosures. 

Engineering Manager Sidhu reported the following: 

District Projects 
Last week District crews completed mainline pipe work on the Green, Dean, and Virginia 
Street project.  This week they are conducting pressure and purity testing on the Dean and 
Virginia Street sections of the project and they are restoring services on the Green Street 
section of the project.  Previously the Green Street section passed pressure and purity 
testing.  Next week District crews look forward to installing service connections to the 
new pipes on Dean and Virginia Streets.  The next project for District crews is the 
Blodgett Road, Blackburn South project. 

Community Relations Manager Tate reported that staff is working on adjusting current 
billing routes to accommodate the imposed utility water tax.  He stated that testing online 
bill pay is expected to take place February 9 and Northstar discovery is scheduled for 
March 16-20. 



Auditor Backman reported that she has completed year-end inventory. 

Under New Business Treasurer Dales presented the Status of Delinquent LUD 
Assessments as of January 27, 2015.  She reviewed the status of current delinquent 
accounts as compared to the previous 11 years.  Currently there are 23 delinquent 
accounts in 2015, with a cumulative total of $59,744.07.  Commissioner Cook asked 
Attorney Gilbert to give his opinion on whether or not it is cost effective to pursue 
foreclosure on delinquent accounts.  Attorney Gilbert replied that it was worth further 
investigation.  Discussion ensured regarding how to move forward, or not, with 
collections of said accounts.  Commissioner Robertson stated that this is the first step for 
involving our counsel to move forward with the process.  Commissioner Robertson 
moved to approve a motion for counsel to proceed with collection of delinquent accounts 
as presented.  The motion passed. 

Under Miscellaneous, Commission notebooks include two Skagit Valley Herald items.  
General Manger Powell stated that the “Policy on Government and Management” 
handout is for the Commission to review for future discussion.  Commissioner Littlefield 
added that he has acquired governance policies from several other PUD’s for review as 
well. 

Under Audience Comments, Curt Trønsdal inquired about the status of the proposed 
Mann Road LUD; Manager Powell replied that staff is moving forward with the LUD 
process and the District will hold another public meeting with Mann Road residents to 
review boundaries and boundary extensions followed by a formation hearing.  Treasurer 
Dales added that the next meeting is tentatively proposed for the evening of Wednesday, 
February 11. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Cook reported on his attendance at a 
recent Skagit Council of Governments (SCOG) Board meeting he attended.  He reported 
that Bow Hill Road funds are now being slated.  Engineering Manager Sidhu replied that 
staff is currently working on this. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Littlefield reported that he received his 
new six-year term certificate from Skagit County Auditor’s office.  He also reported he 
would be attending the Washington Association of Sewer and Water Districts 2015 
Commissioners’ Workshop on behalf of the District. 

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Robertson moved 
for adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of January 27, 2015 was adjourned 
at 5:40 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


